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hulw carputings, very servieeabie, and choup
Fioor oil-eloth, s uhuots, Lul auy shape
Extra rich Cheneilic snd wited rigs
Liow-pricud ) do  for chambors
Pigured baizes and Iarge-esed criimb cloths, k.
1N CURTAIN MATERIALS, they nime—

Faurn rich Fremeh de luines X

o Gen do

Enubroldered luce
Gt eorvice, late styles, glnps, loops, &e., ln great va

y .
Mm.;.. wak eapocinl attention o their large aml carefully selectiod
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Linew sheeti nnlal: d salin dumasks
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Fowdllings, tble And
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been purchased upon wich lerms as will enable them to malotain
thelr reputation of furnwshing the very best goods at the lowest
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[T ARD SHOKS, Boots tad =t small

Shoes
the

s —We would most respeetfully ittention of our cus-
e and (e public 1o our lurwe sswortnent of boots anil shoes for
\udies, genticmen, misses, boys, children, and wervanis, buth lght
nod hoavy : A

To the Ladies.

We have every variety of gaiters and half-guitors,
uu.'uhp. excelsiors, Jenny Lind, un-;!:u.l

buskins, Jefler-
o give satlabe-

Bronze

Du ter shoes  do,..... 1 00
Misscs and children's of every quality nod varlety.

To the Gentlemen.

Call and wee our und siyle—

Putent-lesther and Congress ':WI, ori.oiis Juﬂ m
Asuperior article of water-proof boots for gusniag snd Sl

UFPOSOR, BOF: &b ovos sissinsrasnings benasimsannans

lnmlmrm and shoes, single and double woles, of our
oW manuineture.

Lo the Firmein and Planters.

Ur assortment of and boots, for servants and farm
hands, cannol be g

in and quality in this city, We in-
vite one and nll o call before purchasing, as we shall offer induce-
ments that cannot fadl 1o please.

Ot stock of all kinds bas been purchased wilh great care from the
bl ok e protte D e Tt e elows but oot 48
i well ut w roflts. not " 15 L3

r A. HOOVER k BON'S,

Houth side of Penn. av., between Sth and 7th sts.,
next door to B. L. Jackson and Bro.
Bept |l —Nawdw

H; GREEN & TANSTET, Auvtlonsers.
OUSEHOLD AND KITCHEN FURNITURE AT AUCTION.—
On Bih instant, we shall sell at 10 o'elock, & m., 8l
weil Mre. Vancobie, decossed, on
4§ street, near the City Hall, all the furnitare therein contained. We
chumerate in par—
Maboguny sofu, hair-seut chiairs and mekens
;;: buroans, diniog, card, and oﬁum-hl-
il maple high and low-
Puinted wardrobes, washstands, lhm
15 excellont fonther bode, hedding, and maitresses
12 , of yarious deseriptions, hearth rugs, ke,
Gilt frame and other looking-ghassce
Window curtnine and biinds, toilet sots, ke,
Chrina, glass, croekery, mnd stoveware
Andirons, sbovel and ongs, and fenders
Airtight and other stoves
Alno, 3 lof of kitehen requisites.
Temmsr Al sums of and under &6,

wiaty and ninety days, for approved andorsod notes bearisg intere
GREEN &k TASTET,
Oct 34 wetinneers.

P 8. The house in for rent.  Taquire at the houss.
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S e g e e e T
rﬁ-ﬂm ‘within the 10 e ant of the
The commitien deare ) any condition
would prefer that whatever plan may be proposed may have
o and pondence with (he present buliding ae 10
"ree the Mdnuﬁtm'ﬁ-o—ﬂr:
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YOUNG & OREM.
- Thene doors west of Brown's Hotel, Penn. avenwe,

Twilor, (of the Inte
wriention of his

e Sl T i Ml S s g 1T
Clubs witl be furnishad as follows
mmamnlh?.n s s s s s = . A8
Frvo coples of the EEMLWRERLY, -« - . . @
‘,“wﬂm " - “w . - - n -
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: THE NAVAL BILL. L
Mr, YULEE. | understdud there is a great con-

trariety of ppinign the di t, oflicara in th
navy s to [he p.‘o;n_ m:bn. n?'?ﬂd i T&r;h 2' m'n
her “of highly “intelligent gentlemen and officers are

very strongly of opinion that Poget sound is the hest lo-
cation. It will reqquire some time o make the location
What peculinr opporfunities Commadore Jones may have
had to form a judgment upon this natter, | cannot say. |
can only rely upon authentic information, The Secre-
ity of the Navy is not opposed 1o the construction of a
dry dock there al all, Oo the ml,uri'. I understand him
1o be of opinion, that 4 dock there will be necessary, as
we all know that it will be necessaty thére d be
one ; but he objecls upon two groands, and. [ think be
well objects upon both of these gronnds, 10 the appropria-
tion now proposed in this bill. " One of them is, that, in
view ol the early day &t which Congress will again as-
semble, he does not think an .;-?rup'r'uuuu for & dry-
dock is necessary now, e shall meet again in two
months. By thai time we shall imunluulfnpom wnil
we can then decide wh a dock shall be built, and of
what description it shall be. But the other ohjection
stated in the Secretaty's letter is, thiat he thinks § perma-
netit stone dock wf_ d be better, if Congress determines
fo make in approptiation now, The appropriation, as it
comes from the House, is thia: It proposes lo hurld a
floating dock, basin, snd railway, when we do not know
that tlﬁ:y will answer the purpose for which a Jdock is to
uill.

By dint of several years' nigency upon Congreas, ap-
propriations were made for the constiuction of three of
these floating docks, with basing and ruilways, very

‘much a8 an experinent; one of which was to be at Pen

sicola, ns Mated by the senator from California, and an-

: a8 son hepe or cisewhere, But, sir, there is a provision

ON%:: :f" ul::"l';'“’h':'{ I;'“l the d"::f' at Portsmouth. | }ary t}a1 these contrnetors shall keep that dock fa repair,
aa 16 lhi: l““ § il lg“-‘%mj . i:d au extent | o) ke proper chsrge of it [t is not (o be in the cha.rge
0 permil their being tested. 1t is a8 yel, | of 5e000r officers of the government, but in charge of the

then, nltogether anexperiment. 1 bave heard the opinion
expreased by very ¥ and skiltul engineers, thut
even if they mpswered the purpose fora year or lwo,
there is very litile assurance to believe that they can list
more than three, four, of five years. Atall evenls, it is
an_experiment yet, and one which will have been
tested tom certainextent by the next session, because the
dock at Portamouth is nearly completed. We shall, then,
have an opportunity by the next session to test it

But, upon the score of economy, the provision eon-
tained in this clause, which | propase to strike ont,
should not be retained. It proposes to allow the cost of
that in the Pensacola nevy yard, with 12 per cent. added,
and then in addition 10 that the cost of the transportation
of all the materiuls from thix side of our coast to the Pa-
cific side. My estimate is that it will cost very nearly
a million. The appropriations lor the structure at Pensa-
cola, which have been already made, and which are
made by the bill now before u:, amount to $1,047,653;
and [ am apprehensive that .an additional expenditure
will yet be necessary to make secure the bottom of that
dock. Add to that 12 per cent., and then wid the cost of
the trans tion of all the materials from the Atlantie o
the Pacific coast, and you will form some estimate of the
cost of the structure vpon the plan here; wnd
that, oo, upon an experiment which we bave no assu~
rance will suceeed.  But it has & worse feature than that,
The Secretary of the Navy is reqoired to enter into an
agreement with the contractors that, in certain cases, the
use and dirposition of this structare—which will have
been built for the United States, snd with the mopey of

vile uses. This, it stems 1o me, cannot be other than
an unwise and Jangerous precedent. 1 leave it 10 the
Sepate to determine whellier the objections which |
have suggested ure sufficient to induce them to strike

cash ; over &23, m credit ur|
L1

%, | stone dock :
! | setis, cost about the same as the basin and dock in its

" { Hoating dock, and it passed

oul the provision, or whether they will sauction such
an nwm&iuu:on by relusing to sinke it oul.

Mr. GWIN, It will wmke ten years o build a stone
dock there, and it will cost three limes as much money |
as a wooden one. Pesides, where are you going o gel

the stone ! :
Mr. YULEE. | will state that it requires as much
stone for the b t proposed by this to

made as for a permavent slone dock ; so that wherever

s~ | the stone comes from lor the one case it must be oblainel

in the other. Aund | will state fuither that ihe
in the pavy-yard at Charlestown,

manent
nssachu-

neighborbood,

r. GWIN. Mr. President, | have very infor-
mation, apon which | rely, that the difference in the ex-
pense of the two kinds of dock is very great.  This ques.
tion has been thoroughly examined by the Committee on
Naval Affairs in the House, who brought in & bill for »
the House by an almost unan-
imous vole. |t was umruﬁhlly discussed before it came
up here, und is recommended to us by the action of the

ouse.

But the senator talks about the location of the dock at
Puget sound. What we want is a floating dock. The
location is & matter of hitle eonsequence, as il can
located hereafter, Commerce will, bosever, be ltkel{”w
spring up on the round sooner than on the coast .
want a floating dock also for commercial purposes.

Mr. YULEE. Nooe of our docks here wre used ful'!

commercial purposes A
Mr. GWI}‘ Well, sir, we want this dock for com-
| suppose the sensiors from Maimne
and M usetts would take some interest in having a
commercial dock there, where whale and merchant ships
could be repaited. Tt is, however, so obviously onr in-
terest 10 have & dock there, that Iwill not detain the Sen-
ate by debating the question
Mr ﬂllﬂ?f. he honorable senalor has referred to
the aciion of the House, and mukes that one ol his rea-
wous in favor of the proposition, | will answer thut by
relerring 1o the action of the commitiee of the Sesate
We have appropriate commitiees, 1o sach of whom is as-
signed its appropriate business. 'i'hu sunject wis referred
10 the Cannr on Nawal Affairs, and it scemed to be s
part of their Juty to confer with the head of the naval
mhn.lnz ire his oy i ref e 10 this
sabject. He guve thai opinion, in writing, against the
tion st this tume, and he has given what appears
mind 10 be very satisfactory reasons for that opin-
says that a proper plan has nol yet been ma-
that the |a!etum::l|l ;: mwhn:‘ dn ol|_u-
i proper point, and the prol iy of getting
ind of materials of which 1o construct the tu.!
uired. After the commiuee hind received the
of the Secretary of the Navy which has
decided against this appropriation, and
that on known 10 the Senate,
of the committee of the Senate, backed
the y of the Navy, is worih as
t ol committee of Howe. |
into follow the recommendation
ment having charge of this branch
the necessity of a dock at this
as the wﬂ..hln‘ ne.
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the United States—will be given for commercial aml pri- | ¢

of | Wpon the wabject, who are 1o report

- | the California coast, and when the subject in

¥ lw‘mnl.hl 10 expire belore it must be done.

sm into lheﬁ ur;iu of t!';:' U"itd States Iﬂautinih dry

w rought before Congress, | was then i
mnmtul‘ :f .lhlmbam:ﬂﬂn on Naval Affaire, and | recol:
lect very distinetly the greil #rgument by which we were
wrged o sdopt lﬁh system. [t was upai the seore of
cheapness, ell, sir, Congress very hastily alo)
that system, nst the recomme ndation, I believe, of the
dispdriment, and agalpst eertuin dedma}i opimons of the
Naval Committees of Hoth hovses. We were beguiled
by the promiss that the fouting dry docEs woukl be exceed -
ingly cheap. Well, what is the fact? Why, sir, they
Are more ullmuuu than your sione docks, while the one
Is perishable, and can t but a few years, and the
other is indestrvetible. The sone dock at Boston cost
#700,000,  How much have you appropriated already for
thess unfinished floating docks, which Wert to tost so
much less than the stone docks? Why, for the one at
Pensacola, the senator from Florida informs me that you
have appropriated over & million dollars, Well, sir, |
find in the appropriation bill of this year over $370,000
for a floating dry dock at Pwladelpnia; last  year,
#200,000 ; and the year before, §400,000—to be divided bes
tween the three. "So there bas been already $#500,000
appropriated for the dry dock at Philadelphia, which cost
tn h less thdn the one at Pensacols, one hundred
thoussnd more than the cost of the stone dock at Boston
And after all, your floating dock is buta perishgble contri-
vance. | think itis n wosi reckless expenditure a? {he

blic money, and that Congress is (o be censured for
wving rushed so blindly and so largely into this experi-
ment in 1847. We have not yet ascertained whether
these docks will dnawer the pu or_not. Wehave
only found that they will cost twice as much as the stoue
docks in the end ; and now we are called upon to go into
Jost such & wasteful expenditure for a ﬂnlunmdock in
Californig, the cost of which will fur exceed the appro
priation for the dF dock at Pensacola ;

The bill provides that it shall not cost more than
twelve per cent. beyond the amount paid for the dock at
Pensacola, in addition (o the cost of timnsporiduion from
the Atantic to the Pacific const. Now, | liave not the
slightest question but that this r |jccl will subserve the
benefit of individuals. It certainly lanks 1o me very much
like & contrivance. | will not charge itas such upon any

. CITY OF W‘ASH]NGTON,'TUESDA'Y MORNING, OCTOBER 8, 1850,

e But U truct ires m stone basin of m-
ealtn, The soes oY by Beamonia Bout '

would ot have beed wiore thian one bundred thousand
dollara: but (he building of a sfofie basin has rua it up
108 mion You may judge of the cost of suth a struc-
tare in Californis under this contract, which requites it
to be a fioating dosk. :
Hut then, again, see how unjustly we are dealt with.
The costof the structure at Kittery was § 5 at
Philadelphia, §754,000 ; and at Pensacolu, §1,147.000. The

0 of the greal difference in the cost 1s owing (g the
différence in the foundation. Now, then, they take for a
rale by which this domirant is to be given the very highest
cost of such & structuse— e one wt Pensacola, the cost
of which has been owing to local causes which may not
exist elsewhere. We do not know thast the facilities for
the eonstruction of a foundation in California may not
he s good s st Philalelphia or at Kitery, Why,
then, is the cost of tlie Pensscoln dock Laken usan est-
mlatg ! Undoubtedly for a largef @il more extensive spec-
ulation.

r, RUSK. 1 would not interfere in this business if
itdid fiot seem to me that the parties were unequally
natched. The genator from California bas had to con-
tend with foar members of the Naval Committee. [ do

. | not know & greft deal abont this subject ; but there is one

fact that I do know, and that seewmns o be admilted vn all
hauds, that & dock is absolutely necessary there for naval
Vidsela wnd for vessels of other kinds, There 18 a lurge
number of whale ships; merchant ships, and. same ships
of war now on that coast. There is, then, an absolute
nocessity for this work. | have not mybell investigated
this ;uleecl i but in a converration with a highly respecta-
ble member of the House of Representatives—a man of
greal nu!!inm['u. who has given the subject a thorough
investigation--1 was informel this is the very hest plan
that ean be adopted. ;Now, a8 there is an urgent neceg-
sity for some plan, backed by the intelligeoce of & man
in whom I must place impligit confidence, | shall vote
with the seputors from California for this present plan,
Mr. WALKER, 1 confess, sir, my mind has under-
gone some thahge sinee this discussion has been ﬁrumg
on; nnd the last fuct mefftionsd by the senator from Flor-
ida strikes me os very peculiar, and ghows that while
the senator from Calilornia contends for, and while we
are willing to give him, the benefits of & dry dock, he
ought certainly to join with us in trying 10 get at a

contractors; dnd when the government is not using it for |
the repair of their own vessels, thedé tontrelors are wi
be allowed to use it for the repair of merchunt Vessels
It certminly looks as if it wae for the especial benelit of |
shipowners, rather than for that of the navy of the United |
States, We know very well that if it be consiructed, |
nine tentha of all the demanda for ite use will be, not for |
the beneflt of the merchunt marine, but for the benefit of |
thege contractors. | do not know how they are 1o be |
limited in their charges. [tis troe it is said that jt shall |
be the du.y of the S eretary of the Navy to enter into an |
agreement with the contractorsto keep the said works in |
repair, &1 but | do not see any proper limitation upon the |
chunges which those individuals may make for the use of
private shipe in their docks. 1t seems to.me to furnish n
most magnificent speculation in Congress It is abso
Iuleliy appropriating money 10 erect these large structures |
IQN 1e benefit of contractors, |
Now, sir, | know itis desirable that there should be a |
naval station on the coast of California, and | agree thal
in a proper course of time u dock will be required there ;
and | think, when the capabilives of the country are tully |
understood and ita resources [ully developed, we shail bz |
able 10 select a site understandingly, und perhaps find that |
there wre materials on the spot for eonsiructing u stone |
dock—1he only kind that is worthy of the considerntion |
ol Cougress, i my estimation, | |
But it is urged that it is & matter which does not admit |
of delay—tal we ought o uct upon this thing now. |
Why, sir, what does the bill do? [t gives ouly §100,000, |
which is only a drop in the bucket. !

1 will pol put up the |
rame of his work ; it will pot enable the contraciors |
1o prepare one-foarth part of it.  You cannot with thac
sun ‘f-tqnma this stone basin of which the senator from
Floridu speaks, for you will now have to transport the
materialy around Cape Horn.  And even if you do pre-
pare it, you will commit a great extravagance ; for the
time will come when you will get slone ihere much

| chenper than it will now cost to get it st Boston and

trapsport it round the Horn | hope, therefore, that Con-
ress will refuse 1o appropriate a stiver for this object at
the present time, but will wait till they have an opportu
nity to test thesjuestion fully—until we have the benefit
ol the reports of the engineers sent 1o survey the coast,
and ascertnin the proper site for the location of a dock—
until, in short, we can act with our eyes open, and know
whut we nre about. 2
Me. GWIN. One great objection to the building of
this dock is the «xpense ell, sir, whenever it is pe.
tessary 10 be built, the expense onght to be incurred. [t
s nail there 18 no Inmediate, necessity for it |
Bat the longer it is
sity, and the more ditficult it will be 10 make a contract |
wilh these parties, who have the only means of perform-
ing this work. Bui [ want 1o know of the gentlemen
who oppose the building of this kind of dock whether or
not matenals can be gol for a stone dock. [ think | am |
as faouliur with the eountry ns any of those gentiemen, |
and | know of no gllae where stone can be had. This, |
thetefote, is Mie ohly plan we can devise; aud il you do
nol give us this dock, you give us none: aml there is
not & spot on [he face of the earth where one is so iach |
needed, But | feel so confident in the justice of ths|
measure, |ImJ will not consume any more time upon it. |
Mr. MASON. Beiogone of that committee Who vary |
thoroughty connidered this wubject when the Committee |
on' Niwl ™ Affuirs came belore ua,
wonds upon the sanject. 1 shall
the ch of
Sir, | have no

1o lhe L ol
to strike out this provision.

the
doubt that one ol these docks will be

of Califurnin lor our ships ; ahd | have no doubt it will
e lownd 10 be the uty of Congress al -nrlgla?u
practicable 1o !;muh them with aheh a dock as will be
compotent lof the public service. Bul, ir, it is but two
monihs belore Congress will reassemble, and the proposi-
| ion 18 now to contract with certmn persons by name 1o
|h|||ld u certain kind of dock, lor a sum not limited, bat
dependent vpon edulingencies which we eannot now
foresee. The tmospoitstion of materials from the Al-
lantic 10 the Pacsfic coast i 1o be done within two months
ol 1he reassemblage of ress. Now, sir, until | have
certain difficulties removed which, st present, are insu-
perable, | cannot agree to any legislation whereby the
Congress of the United Siates makes a contraet for the
naval or military service, or any other branch ol the
such conlngencies

Mr. GWIN, (in
fore.

Mr. MASON. [ know it has been done heretofore.
but that does not sanction the vsnge. For mysell, i
know nothing in the world about these docks. 1 know
one is necessary ; but whether it should be a stone or a
wooden dock, | am unable 1 judge. HBat when the head
ol the department hns selecied those who are informed
1o Congress upon
the proper sort of dock, | heg leave-to vote with him,
feeling nssured that the proper inlormation will he given,
Now, sir, | can_assure the gentlemen from California,
that | am satisfied of the necessity of having a dock npon

Twill
but | think it improvident and hsty legistation i udi::{,'
L P Rleenhisd oda IRy o g

i van -
Soular sort of dack. e ¢0es of 11 will e 40 somati
rnment 10 a certain contract, when there are but

“bis seal) It bas been done hereto-

vole with them most cneerfully any sum that is

certainly vole for striking oul the provision,
mﬁ:ugs I the _llmm::lg -l_lowu{m'!h,.l will
state material sena-
tor California bm [ mlmdwt
i, there 18 no stone upon that of the coast suita-

. We donot know that fact.
Mr. YULEE. We donot know that
therefore

| ator from Texas.

I ask to say afew |

found, mnd is npw, iddispensably necessary on the coast |

public service intrasted 1o the executive depariment, upon | ord

plan such as will not really do injustice to the eoun-
try, The seniator from Florida has just mentioned that
the greal expense of the dry dock at Pensacola results
{ram the difficulties in the foundation wpon which the
peraatignt straetore ia Jaid.  Well, sir, the dilference is
very greul, The other dty docks gost not more than six
or seven hundred thousand dollars ; that at Pensacola
cost about & million and a half. That is taken s a basis
apon which the cost of this dock in California is ealed-
luted. Now, is it certain—has anybody tested the foundn-
tion there ta see whether it is not as good as that at Phil.
adelphia or Kittery! We are entirely in the dark
about it ;

Mr. YULEE, (in his seat) Then there is the great
cost of transporiation,

A Sgnaton.  Question ! . g

Mr. WALKER. [ hiope my very impatient friend will
not faint 1ill 1 have said what I intend to say. [Laugh-
t

&r.

But, sgain, it must be borne in mind that this dock in
Pensacola is in the hands of some gentlemen to whom it
is proposed 1o give the contract in San Francisco, and
whose interest it is to make the cost of the work at Pen-
sacola just ns high as poseible, it being the criterion by
which " the Pacific dry dock isto be computed. Here,
then, we are, at the close of the session, abont to inpose
au expense upon the United States government, estima:
ting it aceording 10 @ criterion that is wholly [allacious,
and the whole maiter being in the hands of those whose
interest it is 1o make the expense as great as possible. |
wish to dtal justly with the whole country as well as
with the State of California. ] believe the commerce of
that eountry requires something of the kind, and I eall
upon the senators from California to join us in geiting
something like whal is just 10 our own as well as o their
government.

Mr. HAMLIN. | must say a very few words, | con-
cur very heartily with one of the suggestions of the sen-
I think this contest has been a very
unfairone. Nearfy all the Naval Commitiee have not
only given theirown views and suggestions, but | believe
each of them has gone into romewhat of a lengthy argu-
ment in relation 1o the construction of a dry dosk on the
Pacific const. | do not mean 1o detai ; the Senate by an

largument; but I do mean 1o state that [ consider this a

contest between slone and wood—betweeu the opinions
of some obsolete commodores who once built stone
docks, and another class of individuals who would avail
thempelves of (he benelits and advantages of that system
of structure which bas been adopted by the commercial
marine almost the world over. : ;
Mr. YULEE,.(in his seat.) The commercial marine

tofl the ;mt:‘r‘will be the neces-  has po basin.

Mr. HAMLIN. The commercial marine, my friend
says, bus no basin. Well, sir, if gentlemen object to a
basin in this dock, let them say so, and meet it upon that

round ; but let them not object to the erection of a dock

use there may bea basin connected with it. Now
[ say, from evidencejsubmitted to the public, and which
has been seen by the Naval Committes, that thisis a mat-
ter which has been tested th tthe contineni of

division it resulted as follows:
quoram mmE. :
Mr. rl;!:!l E demanded the yeas and nays; which
were ordered.
I Mr. RUSK. As the yeas aml nays have been ordered,
and s this iva very i antamendment, | wish 1o give
|ofin or two reasons why | shall vole Lo retain it as it s
AE T understand the provisions of the bill now. the ves-
#uls of the United &h always have the preference
That,as | understand i, i9in the law. | therelore see no
ty for eulmhw the use ol this duck the mer-
chant vessels thal are X
Mr. PEARCE The Secretary of the Navy cannol, by
any coutract thut he may socute such a provision
as that the United States will always have the profer
ence. If merchant vessels must be taken into this dock
for repairs, they must be repaired hefore they can be
taken out of it, [ repsat, that i there be a merchant
vessel in the dock undergoing repairs al the tine when
u national vessel may come into port for repairs In that
saume dock, she cannot be taken into the dock until the
mwerchunt vessel has her repairs completed, and she is

en out.

ere isso much shipping in those seas, that if it is
permitted at all for merchant vessels to go into this
dock, there will be some of them in there the 'ﬁl:uler part
of the time. is is but a scheme of furnishing mewns
for the repairs for the merchant vessels of the United
States, which the government ought never to do. This
provision ought to be stricken out; for if you adopt it
you will but be making immense fortunes for these con-
iractors, and the government will ninély-nine times oul
of one hundred have to stand second chance, instead of
having the preference, as this bill claims, for the United
States government. !
Mr. HALE. 1 confess that it is withsome astonish.
ment [ hear from the senator from Maryland, that his
objection to this amendment is, that it will be of some
benelit to the mereantile service. | confess that view strikes
mig with ustonishment. )

Mdr. PEANRCE. | will thank the senator lo use my
Words.

Mr. HALE. [ cannot use the verywords, but I have
his idea. His objection is that this measure will beneiit
the mercantile service, by giving them the means of re-
paiting their ships upon this dock. Thatis hus objection
1o it, 8ir ; that is a thing that commends itsell to my lavor—
that while we are muil? an oullay for the benefit of the
United States, we can do something for the private and
mercantile marine. Sir, Ihope that never will be con.
sidered an objection to any enterprive.  Gentlemen do not
entirely understand the nature of this structure. They
seemn 10 think that it is such that but a single vessal can
be initat once. Now, | undersiand the nature of the
siracture (o be such, tuat it can take in several ships at
the name time.

Several Sewarors. Oh, no, no.

Mr. HALE. So I was informed, that this dock could
take in more than one vessel, and that was the advan-
l?;e over a stone dock. It 18 evident that the chairman
of the Commiitee on Naval Affairs does not understand
this matier himself. 2

Mr. YULEE. Will the bonorable senalor give way
for a moment !

ayes 18, noes 13—ono

They can luke several shi
basin. ‘That is the great advan
of the advantages that this structure has over a stone
dock. Then, again, here is a provision that the govern-
ment shall at all times have preference. Well, wir, the
tof the 8 of the Navy is to be based upon
the sssumption that the United Statés is to be free from
the expense of keeping this dock in repair. Now, sir, it
seems to me that if 1bere is one oinglle provigion in this
bill that or:flu 10 recommend isell 1o the prudent,
patritie, al understanding mind, it is this; be-
cause it does not look solely and tnm‘eli to the inter-
esis of-the navy, but_extends sn eye lo (he interests of
the citizens and the mereantile marine, while it urelul!lv
guards the government from dan erand expense, and atill

Mr. HALE. . 1 would rather finish my remarks now. |
al the same limeinto this |
of it, and that is one |
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often it may be necessary for the public interest that a
vessel, with all her guns, ber armament,
oo bourd, be taken into s dock for the purpose o
ping & lenk which is audlilml‘r discovered.
» Bl

laken into w stone dock the repairs w l:

be sent off 10 sea. withoat unloading her lrlrl

provisions, and it s 10 be hoped that it m in
Bul it canuot be dﬂllwl '

this ?-ml_lugl nh.)ll;k
veasel 18 10 the dock, il you have 1o wait [
finished. "It is proposed, h}uwnvar, m‘:gk:“ or atip
veasel out on the rmilway. Now, this is 1o be done
by the application of very greal power ; and it is .
tain that the owners of these private vessels, w
ance gel into the dock, are not going to .Ilo;r 1
sels to run the tisk ol a transler upon these railways.
This matier of rm[wu% i5 & mere maller of expen

Mr. COOPER | have ons word to say in regard (o
thearzument of the senator from Malne, wilinh.'it
to me, ia & wost extreordiniary oue—viz; thut 8 mer-
chant vessel requires but a little Line to repair, Now,
it is known to every oue that many of our me il ves-
sels are as large as those vessels which composs our
fleets. They often want as much and as thorough repair
us the vessels posing our nation ‘wﬂﬂl‘ Mmy
require just as much tlime to repair. Now, it |8 not so
that thirteen or fourteen vessels can be Te-

is

paired at onee; and you have only to reler to ‘El
ment made by the senator Lrom California to see that
impossible, He states the Norfolk doek to be 210
flong by 60 feet wide. Now, do we not all know
one ol our first-class {m:ket ships wounld be all t
be taken into one of these docks ot one time?
often 180 feet long, and 30, ani perhaps more than
‘wide; and it would be impossible 1o hhﬁ_
one in such a dock as the one at Norfolk, Now,
the objection that is urged against having these "
open 10 private vessels, '1 have no kind d‘m n
doing everything that ean be ptoped{ done in order 10 fa-
cilitate commerce, und to give to 1 in com-
merce all the facilities that are requisite.  But, sir, sy
jrose a ship wanling large repairs were to be docked
the purpose of repairs—| mean one of our private ves-
sels—could it be removed for a national vessel that re-
quired repairs ! In certwin circumistances, ‘the pe-
pairs might be tritling, it might give piace toa |
ship if the repairs were necessary (o it.  Bul it might
in such a state thatit could not he displaced for any such
urpose. Now, | donot know that the government is
hound to provide facililies of ths kind {orgif_lh,l'
sels at the expense of national véssels. All that m t
done without prejudicing the national vesdels may
properly done; boi beyowd that we pught not togo, I
am wil milhat they shoull receive all 1 .
vantages they can from this or any other appropriation ;
but | am vot willing that the natiornl trensary be
made bankrupt in order 10 aivance the fortunes of pri-
vate individuals, [t is not so at all, that a great number
ol these vessels Ban he docked at the same Line. rer
small vessels might be, but not large vessels. -
Mr SEWARD. The argument in favor of striking
oul this portion proceeds upon two grounds— that
the Uniled States have not as high's responsibility to
discharge towards the mercaatile marine, and the
| that it hias not s much interest in the mercantile mari

that

as it has in the nationnl marine. Now, [ itto
be the duty of the United States 1o regulate

and that the government is charged with the i-
bility of providing all that is neécessary for the repair of

vessels on the Pacilic, as well of thé commercial as of
the national marine.

Tt certainly has as high an
in ity forite ts itsell i fiately wimlhom
of the conntry, upon which the government depenils for
its subsisteace. L[ thie be so, then it is right for Con-
gress—tliere baiughnp nclih“ smiiurnn 1.tllt:l" m !
marine—io open their dry doc or rpose, espe-
L cially M it em]:abn done without serious i venienés to
| the public marive. Now, we know the fact that there is
| no such provision there for the merchant marine ; and is
[
the

| there any immediate prospect that there will be
| tablished by private enterprise ?  What, then, will'

is calculated 10 confer some benefit 1 trust

n
| that if there is u single idea in the brlﬁhauhull be retain-

ed, it will be this, 1 nnih all the rest be stricken ont.

Mr. PEARCE, | spoke not asthe senator hus thpuﬂt
proper 1o altribute 10 me. < He says [ objected to it be:
cause it conferred a benefit on the mercantile marine, 1
| said no such thing. | said that it would subserve the in-
terests  of private persons ; and those private
persons. | mean contractors. | think if we do
this we shall ,lll’ into the hands of the contrac-
to::. and make :ﬂ:&u for lh;r,n. u“l should lihll:' l:’:,n{
whether it is right and proper for the governmen ¥
I should think not. If we could give incidental benefits
to the merchaut marine without thus erecting great struc-
tures, I should have no objection to our doing so.

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 think | understand the honorable
;euw from M:ﬁl:nd Itn object o the plc:li:?n '“nt:
e proposes 1o e out, becauss it may aripus
the ment 1o allow 1t 10 be used bﬂln commercial
marine al certain times—that it may so be in use st times
as to preclude the government from using it when they
may bnﬁa mel‘mn to do so, [so uln'.sem&aq his ‘I"?‘
ment. Now | propose 1o say a single word in reply to
that 1 Wink (he'venaor s misiake—wha ...q.’im;.

oroughly mistaken—in suggestion which he

made, It 15 true that a sectional floating dock, large
enough to float our largest vessels, may be divided into
ithe sections, and may take in merchint vessels—two

Europe. [t is not a question which remains 1o be tested
in the sixty days between now and next December. Why,
wir, the same argument for delay would come up then as
now. Where are you 1o get wny test any betler than that
which we have already? 1 know of none. Now, sir, |
1010 10 going 1or & dock on that coast, and [ want to aid
0 its commenceneul now, whatever may be the cost of
coustruction, and whether it is 10 be with a basin or
without it; and | hazard the opinion, which | trast |
will not hereafter shrink 10 meet J any sum named, that
al;.yoarﬁnl astone dock there it will quadeaple the cost of
the kind proposed

The senator from Florida talks about the costol the
Pessacola dock, and makes that a basis of the expense
of this one on the Pacitic. Why does he not take the
dock at New York, and refer to that stone dock, which
has already cost some two or three millions of dollars,
|and is not done yet 7 [Lmay be said that circomstances
were unfortunate there, and the cost man wp W a litle
more than it ought. Very well ; the same sngument would
apply 1o the dock wt Florida, where they had not, io be
sure, that firm foundation which Providence has made at
New York and Puiladelphia. :

With this view of the maiter, | am going to vole to re-
luin the ition contained in the bill. 3

Mr. BE’lalirnkd for the yeas and nays; which weye
ered.

The question being taken upon the amendment, it was
rejected —yoens 21, nays 47—as follows :

Y EAS—=Moswrs Badger, Barnwel', Barrien, Bright, Davls
o, Massachusers, Davis of Missiseippl, Dawsan, Dagton,
Ltilge of Wissansin, Dodge of Jowa, Downs, Feleh, Ma-
san, Millur, Marion, Pesros, Prav, Braance, Walker,
Wisitgomb, and Yulep-21

NAYS—Mesars. Awhison, Ballwin, Bell, Benton, Cass,
Chuse, Ginrkn, Cooper, Diokinson, Ewing, Fone, Fiémont,
Chimone, CGiwin, Hale, Hamlin, Haoter, Jones, Mungum
Noeriw, Hosk, Sewnrd, Smiih, Soulé, Stargoon, Wales, an
Winthrop—27. :

Mr. YULEE. [ appesl to the Senate to consider with
favor the amendment which | offer now. The great ar-
ament nsed in reference to building this dock was the
m . naeu-il
was the great cost in
the basis which is prop y this
mif to the Senite whether it will not he really due o the
puhblic inmnii 10 mauke at least

vison !

basin, and milway. | move to let the

but to atrike out the words * basio and railway,”
itted by the honorable senstor from California

there in no certainty of there being any stons upon that side

of the continent that will answer the purposes ol

structute, | move lo_strike out the words ** basin

rnil:;yk. and that will leave the provision for the flont-

Ll -

:n-mh-. taken upon this “luuimt by a
v .
all after th

5
H

or three of them at the same time. But [ do not think
that is the true answer. The true answer is, that the
repairs made upon our merchant vessels are completed in
a very lew days—at furthest ina very lew weeks. [ ven-
ture. lo say that an inspection of our docka in the eity of
New York, upon which our merchant vessels are repuired,
willsbow that the shipd'did not remain thers on #n average
more than one week. I1 this be true, then the objection
of the senator from Maryland bas no weight in it ; tor the
arrangement under this section would be one from which
the government would sustain no loss or mjury. Itis
nmply a Yﬂmﬂnﬁnlthlllbe Secretary of tne Navy
ahail be sl owed 1o authorize certain pevaois, who shall
give proper security, to use their dock, when the govern-
ment shall not want 10 use iluﬂ
marine, on our coast near California. Il we had a
ditferent method of repairing our vessels, it might be in-

Atlantic coast it might be a good plan to contract for the
docks to be kept in repair, and thus save sxpense to the

vernment. It may not be adopied here ; but upon that
istant const, where there are none ol the additiopal im.
provements for repairing thal we have here, where there
are such vast fleetsof our merchanimen, it would be best
to retain it. | do trusi that this isa part of the bill that
will commend itsell 1o the 'jud;mpnl of every man who
feels in his heart—who will be directed in his course hy
those interests which will prole¢t our commerce in those
distant seas. . i

Mr. GWIN. [ wish 1o say a wor L remove
the objections of the irom Maryland. i‘lu area
e e iforaia douk s proposed o b 300 by 90
eel, | ilornin is
feet—the same smizeof the dock at Pensacola, of an ares of
41,600 square feet, or nearly three times as large as the
Norlolk dock, and can take in it thirteen ships of the
| nize &t the same tie. P
| r. YU . Wb{.. that is the most astonishing state.
ment | ever heard in the world, )

Mr. GWIN. 1 have it from the chairman of the Com.
mittee on N ira,

Mr. YULEE. | will explain the mattér 1o the honora-

hle senator, for it ia certainly the most wonderful state-
hy, everybody knows that the float-
structure—can nnl;l.tnh up one
seen them

menl ever
ing dock—the floats
vessel al a time, , everybody who
knows that. | will tell you, however, what they pro-
m- mLmu. ay & seheme which
tried, e milways.

Mr. HAMLIN. Will the honorable senator allow me

1o tell him that T have seen two vessels upon a al

veasel large dock.
:r.'limltlﬂ. They were merchantmen.
r.

ULEE, WVery well; they were ly small
merchantment, in to build railwags of
ticient size tb take these vessels out of waler, for
l"s. impossible any other than u naval vessel to
gotup in & [ ‘uuyukihr dock :&hn:ul.thin‘
ueslion, who knows hout
extend ml.:il 30!- h

repairing onr merchant | g win

urious; but still 1 do not know but that even upon thet o

has never yet

the same time myself ?
Mr, YULES.’“TIM senator may have seen two small oo

| quence of wluaizu‘l l’ha 1\?;11“'“1‘“ of this
5 only our

10 our merchanl vesse
on the Pucific coast, hut with China, is d

of the beneiits growing out of an
|ment on the Pacific ocean. Vessels coming "m.-
Ina are obliged, il wanting repairs, lo go

| Horn 1o be repaired, and if they are notina

|10 make the voyage they ure lost. [t is therefors,

! it seems to me, an indispensable necessity

i mﬂl an “‘:I‘:“. menttl on the l*‘ac';"ﬂ: coast.

s may well enough navigate E:md

s g ot B g age around the Horn. g

seems to me that the only question which is p i

whhT_lhu su!]ici:::u uhr: i Eqnu in this b‘lﬂllou- 4
ublic veasels ve e L

."u how that could be rotim_ for more Mht

is in the last clause of the section, viz:

| * When not occupled by veisls of the navy, o which

| prefarecos sball at all times be given." ki

| Now, | submit that those who are opposed to this pro-
vision are still bound to submit to some mere of
words 1o secure the same preferance, and that is all

The question beiog then taken on the
was lost—yeas 23, nays 25—~as follows

YEAS—M Atch Bad Barnwoell,
Brighit, Coopar, Davis of Mussm hoseus, Davis of -
sippl, Dawron, Dayton, Dedge of lows, Downs, s
King, Mn-on, Morion, Venros, Peast, ;
Walker, Whitoomb, and Y ales—!

NAY3—Moussrs.

.
Hald , Beanton, Cass, Ohnse,
| san, Ewing, Foote, ;ni::::l. Gr\-"ilnb d?in Hale, ﬁ
il ir-m-l, f g Norria, ik, Hew
nnd Wlnthmp-—‘ 3

d

S, Sonlé, Stargeon, Wales,
[To BE CONTINUED.]
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